HIS EARLY YEARS
by people who had known and respected them in these
earlier years.
Despite such alleviations, however, the life of the
elder Beck at Riga was such as could not continue very
long. A man with a mind of his own could not endure
to be continually under observation, to have the slightest
independent movement suspected and his every gesture
misinterpreted. Accordingly the shadowed patriot medi-
tated a change and very soon the whole family were on
the move to Lwow, in the Austrian part of the old
Poland where they might hope to have a freer scope
for their patriotic energies.
Indeed, in many respects this change was a most
significant one. Of all the three parts into which the
old Poland was partitioned, the Austrian part was the
one in which they enjoyed the greatest measure of
freedom. Russia was perfectly hopeless. If concessions
were granted by that unintelligent despotism they were
concessions which meant little or nothing, such as the
promise of autonomy made by the Grand Duke Nicholas
at the beginning of the Great War. In the parts of
Poland, too, under the domination of Prussia, there
was the same stern and unwavering repression by the
devices of despotic power. But then it was instructed
despotism and acted in accordance with certain rules
of law. Of course that made it all the more menacing
in the long run and ultimately Prussia was Poland's most
dangerous foe! But at the time it was occasionally